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may use the old highway free.

Many of the owners look
forward to eventual retire-
ment at La Misiofi, but mean-
while they are taking advant-
age of a secohd home to re-
treat from the hustle and dai-
ly demands of their profes-
sional life. A few of the colo-
ny’s members visit infre-
quently, some only once a
year, simply because they are
unable to get away from their
work.  Most, however, ar
weekend or fortnightly visi-
tors, plus vacations, and in
the summer-the colony’s pop-
ulation swells as families take
advantage of the beach in
their backyard.

So far, there are only nine
retired residerits living per-

manently in this American
colony. :
Should owners hecome

disenchanted with this life —
and some of them do — or for
any reason find that owning a
home at La Misioi is im-
practical, they are privileged
to sell the unexpired portion
of their lease. There have
been several resales.

A few rent their places dur-
ing the summer. Others rent
infrequently, or loan their ho-
mes to friends. Stocker said
the rental practice is not en-
couraged. ’

Family groups sharing du-
plexes is another practice that
has possibilities in La Misiofi.
It cuts costs. There are three
two-story duplexes there now
and another under construc-
tion.

Mr. and Mrs. Monty Pearce
of Los Angeles share one of
Pearce’s sister and her hus-

cupy the lower floor and the
identical aﬁl:_agman gt
identi t of two
bedrooms and: one bath up-
stairs. The lease and the
building are in joint owner-
ship.

The nature of Pearce's
work, television film editing,
is such that during the early
spring he takes two and one-
bhalf months off from his
work. During this interlude,

TWO-STORY DUPLEXES are practical in th
Mexico, particularly for family-related owners. Ownership of this
one is shared by Mr. and Mrs. Monty Pearce of Los Angeles, who

LUXURY LIVING is evident in many of La Mision
homes. Although it is predominantly an American
colony, Mexicon families have second homes there,

their home is in La Misiofi.
But they are also regular
commuters during the rest of
the year, coming to Baja Cali-
fornia almost every other
weekend. The same is true
with the Bushelmans, also in
the motion picture Industry,
although at present they are
touring Europe.

Mrs. Pearce is one of those
who are delighted with the
fact there is no electricity in
La Misiofi. She doesn’t even
use the bright gas lantern,
preferring candlelight, the old
fashioned kerosene lamps and
the flickering flame of the
fireplace.

Most of the homes have
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fireplaces. The Pearce
dwelling features an unusual
fireplace, fashioned floor to
ceiling from small pieces of
from a nearby quarry, is also
generously used in La Misioi
homes for fireplaces, wall
building and trim.

‘The Pearces’ experience is
leased: sites  and built homes
in La Misioh. They act on

impulse.
- “We are accustomed to
doing things impulsively,”

said Mrs. Pearce, “but when
we came {o Mexice with my
sister’s family looking for a
possible retreat home, we
were determined fo study the
situation carefully and not act

A Tour Of A Huge Adobe Home
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were determined by the inher-
ent color of the building mate-
rials — adobe, clay tile roof,
stone fireplace, blue-gray
floors of slate. Contrasting
color u;:%nts will be provideg
in olstery, carpets an
farniture.

The roof is covered with
clay shingle tiles, handmade

thick cover the ceilings, ex-
cept in the kitchen, loggia and
wine cellar, which have ceil-
ings of clay tiles jdentical
with fhe roof.

- Careful attention was given
to the choice of doors. Antique
Mexican doors were selected
in Mexico City and San
Miguel Allende. Spanish doors
were -obfained from a Fall-
brook importer. Other doors
came from a third source, cus-
tom designed by Gil Watrous
of La Jolla.

 Home Shopping?
Shopping for a home re-
quires careful attention to re-

‘say. What will the location be
Yike in coming years? Does
.features? Thorough consider-

ation of such questions will |.
help to ensure a sound invest-

ment.
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There are 10 stained glass
windows in various rooms,
fashioned by James Hubbell,
Jullan artist. He also made
the wood spindles railing the
sundeck over the garage, the
free forms in tiles and stones
in two showers and skylights.

Carpeting covers the den,
master bedroom and bath.
Black antique oak planks
were laid on living and dining
room floors. Other floor areas
were surfaced in custom-

made tiles “in the Mexican
manner.”

t0o, such as this owned by Mr. end Mrs. Raymundo

Musquiz of Tijuana. Two-level house is combina-
tion of used brick and ledge stone.

with haste. Then we drove by
La Misioii. We went back to
Los Angeles. that night, still
determined to deliberate, but
the next day my sister and I
‘were back, making arrange-
ments for the lease.”

The experience of Mr. and
Mrs. Melvin Nunn of San Dje-
go was similar, except, ac-
cording fo Mrs. Numn, “we
never acted impulsively be-
fore, until we visited La
Misiol. It was on our way
back from Ensenada. We
turned off the highway to
drive through the community
and saw the for sale sign,
stopped and looked at the
house. That night, we made
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occupy fower floor, and Mr. end Mrs. John Bushelman, aiso
Los Angeles, whose upper-floor apariment is almost identical.
Mrs. Pearce and Mrs. Bushelman are sisters.

up our minds to plunge.”
They purchased one of the
resales on the beach, and are
now renovating the small
dwelling.

Construction of a house in
La Misiofi takes six months or
longer, depending on size and
problems involved in the de-
sign. Mexican building crafts-
men belong to a labor vnion,
but no specialized subtrades
are in the area. Stocker said
members of his building
crews may one day be car-
penters, the next day cement
masons, then elecfricians and
plumbers. Incidentally, each
home has its own sewage dis-
posal — septic tank and leech

.
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TIKI POLES, carved by Musquiz from palm tree trunks, adorn this colorful
patio at the side of his La Mision home. Skylights are colored airplane cano-
pies. Musquixz is a paving materials cotractor in Tijuana.

lines. Even in the beach area
where the homes are close
together, no trouble has been
experienced. The sandy ter-
rain offers excellent drainage.

In keeping with the primi-
tive atmosphere, La . Misioi
streets -in the future will be
paved with cobblestones. It is
cheaper “and better” than
oiled surface, according to the
developer. The beach rock is
imbedded in a foundation of
sand by workers, using a
hand pick.

Stocker hopes to build a
beach club and community
center in La Mision . . .
maybe this year, maybe
later. Taxes run $40 a year
and up.

Stocker reasons that the
second home markef, which is
growing in the United States,
offers a great potential for
development in Baja Califor-
nia in the next decade. There
are miles of picturesque
shoreline between Tijuana
and Enpsenada blessed with
primitive beauty, and the new
highway makes it easily ac-
cessible from Southern Cali-
fornia.

He notes also there is little
undeveloped shoreline left in
Southern "California, available
only at premium prices. So
those who want a small sec-
ond home on the beach at

. Teasonable cost must look
toward the south.

That does not mean the
whole Baja California coast-
line is going to be open to
development in the foreseea-
ble future. Much of the area
lacks water. “It is our liquid

gold,” says Stocker:
However, there is ample
acreage in the areas blessed

‘with supplies of fresh water.

Another development simi-
lar to, yet in many ways dif-
ferent from La Mision is San
Miguel, where codevelopers
Tomas A. Robertson and Mrs.
Virginia Geoffroy have hun-
dreds of acres within six or
seven miles of Ensenada.

The homes here are on
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JUST 9 FORTUNATE FAMILIES,
WILL BE ABLE TO OWN
ONE OF THESE HOMES
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